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But now mark that while, to achieve greatest happiness
in each of such societies., the special conditions to be fulfilled
must differ from those to be fulfilled in the other societies,
certain general conditions must be fulfilled in all the societies.
Harmonious co-operation, by which alone in any of them
the greatest happiness can be attained, is, as we saw,
made possible only by respect for one another's claims:
there must be neither those direct aggressions which we
class as crimes against person and property,, nor must there
be those indirect aggressions constituted by breaches of con-
tracts. So that maintenance of equitable relations between
men, is the condition to attainment of greatest happiness ,
in all societies; however much the greatest happiness
attainable in each may differ in nature, or amount, or both.

And here a physical analogy may fitly be used to give the
greatest definiteness to this cardinal truth. A mass of
matter of whatever kind, maintains its state of internal
equilibrium, so long as its component particles severally stand
towards their neighbours in equi-distant positions. Accept-
ing the conclusions of modern physicists, which imply
that each molecule moves rhythmically, then a balanced
state implies that each performs its movements within a
space bounded by the like spaces required for the move-
ments of those around. If the molecules have been so
aggregated that the oscillations of some are more restrained
than the oscillations of others, there is a proportionate insta-
bility. If the number of them thus unduly restrained is
considerable, the instability is such that the cohesion in some
part is liable to fail, and a crack results. If the excesses of
restraint are great and multitudinous, a trifling disturbance
causes the mass to break up into small fragments. To
which add that the recognized remedy for this unstable state,
is an exposure to such physical condition (ordinarily high
temperature) as enables the molecules so to change their
relative positions that their mutual restraints become
equal on all sides. And now observe that this holds what-